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Directors:

Mr. Bruce Olson

(763)506-6570
bruce.olson@ahschools.us
Mr. Michael Hebert
(763)506-6663
michael.hebert@ahschools.us
See BHS Bands Website for details & forms:
(or use QR code above)
Blaine Band Boosters:
Email: bengalbandboosters@gmail.com
Website: www.blainebandboosters.org
Facebook: Blaine Band Boosters

GRADING & EVALUATION

Depending on the dominant activity of each trimester (tri project, concert, solo & ensemble contest, large group contest, etc.), the weight of each component part may vary. Each component of the student’s grade is considered important and worthy of the student’s best efforts. The following things are taken into consideration when determining a grade for students:

•
REHEARSAL SKILLS (Daily Assessment = 30%) 


Students will come to class prepared and will actively and positively participate by demonstrating appropriate rehearsal 
skills. Students are expected to practice all the music in their folder (this is band homework) and to participate in all activities 
in the classroom. Students will receive two Rehearsal Skills grade during each trimester; at mid-trimester and at the end of 
each trimester. Negative participation is defined as the following: not having instrument/music/pencil, cell phone use in 
class, talking, disruptive behavior, disrespectful words or behavior, being off-task, tardy, bad posture, chewing gum, 
eating &/or drinking beverages, being sent out of class, etc.
•
TRIMESTER WORKSHEETS &/or PROJECTS (Written Work = 20%)

This portion of the grade (based on the National Standards for Arts Education) includes all materials presented in class in the areas of music theory, music history, critical listening, ear training and other areas of musical enrichment. Test’s covering this material will be given as needed.  Students are expected to take notes and participate in discussions of this material and special projects such as: compositions, listening projects, conducting, ensemble playing, interviews, etc.  These projects often involve written components. The intent is to help students learn ABOUT music and to develop non- performance knowledge.  Many of these projects promote student interaction and require group skills.
•
DISTRICT: COMMON SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS (CSA’s) (Comprehensive Musicianship Assessment = 10%)

ISD#11 requires ALL subjects to have a Common Assessment that is given to ALL students in the Anoka-Hennepin Schools. This is a method of collecting and comparing data from ALL five A-H high schools. These assessments will include a written &/or playing test which demonstrates basic common music knowledge. 
•
PLAYING TESTS/CONCERT ATTENDANCE & PEPBAND PARTICIPATION (Performance Assessment = 40%)


PLAYING TESTS should reflect considerable practice and careful attention to musical detail. Failure to prepare properly usually reflects a lack of attention to personal musical study habits. Usually, this is also a reflection of the musical contribution in the classroom. Because there is a considerable difference in playing skills from freshman year to senior year these tests will vary according to the band the student is in.  Playing tests are the best way for the director’s to determine each students’ skill level, and it also provides some of the few opportunities for one-on-one interaction.  These testing moments are very important aspects of the student’s grade, so it is important for them to play well.  Students will receive an instant critique on their skill level and areas of needed improvement. If the student is not satisfied with their grade, they may re-test until they are satisfied.  That is why there is no excuse to be less than excellent!

CONCERT ATTENDANCE is required of all students. Performance ensembles such as bands cannot function properly unless all members are present. All dates that are known by the first day of school are published in this Handbook. Please make sure these dates are posted where they will be seen. Concerts are an extension of the classroom. In essence, they are the final test for students. One of our major goals is to prepare meaningful music and to share this music with a live audience. Please help your students understand the importance of being a respectful audience. 

Students are expected to attend all concerts and to stay for the ENTIRE concert to support their peers who have been supporting them. Leaving early because of homework or a social event or anything else that is not an emergency is not appropriate.  Concerts happen approximately four times a year.

PLEASE PLAN AHEAD!
There are three basic types of absences we have encountered. The following guidelines should help you to understand our expectations and the student's responsibilities.  In all cases, the directors have the final say in determining how an absence is labeled and how the grading procedure is handled. If you are aware of a conflict, please let us know in advance.


School Conflicts: If a student is involved in another BHS activity on the same night as a concert, we allow the student to choose between the two events. Students need to inform us in writing BEFORE the absence occurs. It should be understood that PERFORMANCES take priority over PRACTICES. For example, a band concert has priority over a BHS football or play practice. A BHS Football game has priority over a band practice. A regional music contest has priority over a regular season athletic event. A tournament athletic contest has priority over a normal concert. These absences are excused - no make-up work required.

Excused Absence: Family situations, illness, and other emergencies are dealt with on an individual basis. It is important to inform the directors of such conflicts as soon as possible. Please work around the concert schedule for events such as parties, family outings, etc. We have only three or four concerts in an entire year so it is very important to have all members in attendance. If an absence is ruled excused, appropriate make-up work will be assigned. Once that is turned in, the requirements for that part of the grade will be met.
Unexcused Absence: Sometimes students do not come to a performance and have not talked to us in advance. When we ask where they were, their response is often vague. Because we give out all the concert dates in September, a “job” is not an acceptable excuse for missing a concert. This is an unexcused absence and is counted as a “0” toward the term grade. No make-up work is possible.

PEPBAND PARTICIPATION is required of ALL members of the BHS band program. Students will be required to perform at 5 winter season events as part of the Term 2 & 3 Band course requirements. Rehearsals will occur during the normal band period class and the grade will be recorded as a performance grade during the Term 3 grading period. This year’s schedule includes 8 events between December and March.  In addition to fulfilling course requirements, students will earn 3 points towards a band letter award.  Students wishing to earn 5 points should plan to attend ALL events.  Post-season tournament games are required of all band students, beginning with region finals (home or away).  The post-season schedule will be announced as soon as it is known.  Bus transportation will be provided for all “away” tournament events.  One-half (.5) point per game will be awarded for additional tournament events.  Students attending ALL 8 regular season events and ALL tournaments will be awarded 2 bonus letter points.  Rehearsals will occur during the normal band period, rather than after school. Students who have attendance difficulties, due to other school sports participation, will be required to participate in a minimum of 4 events during the “regular” pepband season.

Concert Dress
The Concert Band members will be expected to purchase their own tuxedo or concert dress.  Students will be fitted for these items in September.  If this is a financial hardship, please contact Mr. Olson so other options can be explored. The men will also need to purchase a shirt to go with their tuxedo. Repertoire Band and Freshman Band students are expected to dress in complete BLACK. For boys this includes black pants, a collared shirt (button-down or polo) and a dark tie is optional. For girls this includes black pants, skirt/dress and black blouse. Having a common “uniform” provides a professional appearance on stage.
Concert Admission Policy
Part of our operating budget for the year is generated by admission charges to concerts. This covers some printing costs as well as the purchase of new music. The standard rate is $3 for adults and $2 for students and senior citizens. All ticket money is sent to the district.

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS
RESPONSIBILITIES:

• PREPARE for class (practice regularly)

• RESPECT classmates, teachers, and equipment

• CARE about the quality of your individual participation

• CONSIDER what is best for the group, rather than self

• EXPECT Excellence

• REPRESENT this school and its music department with the most mature performance 

possible in school concerts, tours, and other events.
RULES:

1. No gum chewing or food is allowed in the music department.

2. Be ready to play when the conductor is standing on the podium.

3. Show respect to your peers, equipment, and teacher at all times.

4. Don’t do anything that prevents someone else from learning.

5. Raise your hand when you want to contribute something to the class.

6. Be cooperative and show a willingness to learn.
Co-Curricular Activities

Classroom activities are considered to be the central core of the band program at Blaine High School. However, we strongly believe that participation in co-curricular activities is an equally important aspect of the band program. Below is a listing of some of the various offerings available to students:

MARCHING BAND



Aug-Nov


(Mr. Hebert)


SOLO & ENSEMBLE CONTEST 


April        

       
(Mr. Olson & Mr. Hebert)

CHAMBER MUSIC  



TBD


      
(Mr. Olson & Mr. Hebert)
JAZZ BAND 




Nov-Mar  

       
(Mr. Olson & Mr. Hebert)
PEPBAND




Dec-Mar  

       
(Mr. Olson & Mr. Hebert)
HONOR BANDS/ALL-STATE BAND & ORCH 
TBA 



(Mr. Olson)

NWSC ALL-CONFERENCE BAND & ORCH 
Jan.-Feb. 


(Mr. Olson)

MUSICAL PIT ORCHESTRA  


April-May


(TBA)
PEPBAND

Members of the BHS band program are required to perform at 4 winter season events as part of the third trimester band course requirements. Rehearsals will occur during the normal band period class and the grade will be recorded as a performance grade during the third trimester grading period. This year’s schedule includes 8 events between December and March.  In addition to fulfilling course requirements, students will earn 2 points towards a band letter award.  Students wishing to earn 5 points should plan to attend ALL 8 events.  Post-season tournament games are required of all band students, beginning with region finals (home or away).  The post-season schedule will be announced as soon as it is known.  Bus transportation will be provided for all “away” tournament events.  One-half (.5) point per game will be awarded for additional tournament events.  Students attending ALL 8 regular season events and ALL tournaments will be awarded 2 bonus letter points.  Rehearsals will occur during the normal band period, rather than after school. Students who have attendance difficulties, due to other school sports participation, will be required to participate in a minimum of 3 events during the “regular” pep band season.

Lettering Philosophy & Policy
The Blaine High School Band program is structured around and operated on the premise that all of our activities grow out of the classroom band experience.  Students receive a grade for classroom participation so we reward activity outside of the classroom bands with lettering points. We encourage students to get involved in all aspects of the band program.  To receive the maximum points listed, students are expected to participate in ALL performances and at least 80% of all rehearsals. Failure to accomplish this will result in a reduction of points given. 

Letter recognition will take place at the Spring Concert.
The lettering system’s main purpose is to:

•Reward students for involvement in all aspects of the program.

•Encourage students to be involved in more than one area of band activity.

•Make earning a letter in band much more meaningful.
Ways to Earn Points Toward a Band Letter

Marching Band (Summer & Fall)

10 points (4th season double points) 

Drum Major



4 point

Section Leader/Guard Captain (MB)
2 point 
Winter Percussion Ensemble

1-5 point (to be determined by director)

Pep Band



2 points = 4 events & 5 points = 8 events + .5 point per tournament

Jazz 1 membership


5 points

Jazz 2 membership


4 points
Jazz Combos



1-2 points (TBD by director)
Brass/WW Choir



1-2 points (TBD by director)
Winter Percussion Ensemble (BPE)

5 points
(TBD by director)

All - State Band / Orch.


5 points

All - State Audition


1 point

All - Conference



3 points

Honor Bands



1 point per event (2 points max. per yr.)

Solo & Ensembles


3 points, 1 extra pt. per event (5 pts. max per yr.)

Piano Accompanist for S&E

1 point per event (3 points max per yr.)
Private Lessons on band instrument

1 point per Trimester
Orchestra Winds participation

1-5 point per concert (5 points max per yr.)

Theater pit on instrument


3 points

Madrigal Dinner Brass Fanfares

1 point (instrumental players only)

Band office worker (TA)


1 point per term (2 points max per yr.)

High School Mentor program

1-2 points (TBD by director)
Middle School Mentor program

1 point

All band students may earn points each year of their involvement in the high school band program.  All point totals will be subject to the Band Directors’ approval.  All earned points will accumulate from year to year.  Mr. Olson is the director who will keep records on all student lettering points.
Levels of Awards

15 points for first letter award
30 points for second level award

45 points for third level award
60 points for fourth level award ​

75 points for fifth level award

90 points for sixth level — Outstanding Musician!
SCHOOL-OWNED INSTRUMENT RENTAL INFORMATION
It is our intent to provide every student with a quality instrument to play in school. Further, we try to send home our very best instruments with students for private practice. These instruments are then brought in for concerts. In most cases with most instruments we are able to cover the need. The reality is that upper class students are taken care of first. Sometimes a tuba player has to take home a sousaphone to practice on or a euphonium player simply can’t take anything home because all the instruments are in use at school or checked out to another individual. In these cases, students can make arrangements to take home the instrument they play in school over the weekend, etc. Some instruments are simply too expensive to purchase enough of them. But, for the most part, student needs are met.  In order to maintain these school instruments, the school district asks us to issue rental contracts to all students using school instruments. The fees have been as follows:


•Students who use a school owned instrument exclusively are assessed a fee of $50 per year.


•Students who use a school owned instrument for classroom use only are assessed a 

preventative maintenance fee of $25 per year.


•Students who are percussion players are assessed a preventative maintenance fee of $25 per year.

All the money generated by these rental contracts is used for the repair of the instruments. This does not even come close to covering the cost of maintenance on these instruments. However, it does help to defray the costs involved. This fee is assessed at the beginning of the year as instruments are being distributed to students.
PARENT RESPONSE FORM

Please check the appropriate spaces & return to your son/daughter’s band director by

Friday, September 14, 2018
I. PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT ARE TRUE &/OR APPLY:
_____ I do NOT have the ability to download or view the band website. Send home a “printed copy” of the BHS Band Handbook.

_____ Yes, I have reviewed the band handbook information on the Bengal Band Website: http://bit.ly/bhsbands

_____ I have read & understand that ALL band students are required to participate in Winter Pepband.

_____ I have recorded my child's band events on our family calendar.

_____ I am interested in finding a private teacher for my son/daughter.  I will contact a director if I need more help.
_____ I understand the concert dress expectations and grading policy for my son/daughter’s band.
II. THE BENGAL BAND BOOSTERS WOULD LIKE EACH PARENT TO COMMIT TO HELPING AT 1-2 BAND EVENTS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.  (Booster email: (bengalbandboosters@gmail.com)
_____ I am interested in being involved in the Bengal Band Boosters and would like more information. 
PLEASE INDICATE HOW YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP: 

___ Providing Snacks

___ Concert Ticket Sales

___ Solicit Business Donations

___ Make Phone Calls

___ Donate Prizes for Trips
___ Drive Band Trailer

___ Chaperoning


___ Fundraising


___ Concert Band Dress Fitting 

___ Concessions


___ Clean-Up


___ Photographer



___ Football Sales Table 

___ Sewing/Seamstress

___ Uniform Fitting


___ Advertising & Publicity
___ Swing Dance (sound/lights/generators, etc.)


___ Piano accompanist at Solo & Ensemble Contest in April. 


___ I would be available to assist the band directors with office work projects. 

“When many help, the bulk of the volunteering is not left to the few.”
III. OUR SON/DAUGHTER IS PLANNING TO PARTICIPATE IN THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES THIS YEAR: 
(This is not a commitment, it only gives an idea of their interest level.)


_____ Marching Band (Summer/Fall)

_____ Jazz Band (November-April)


_____ Solo & Ensemble Contest (April)

_____ Pit Orchestra (Spring Musical)


_____ Other:_____________________________________________________________

Printed Parent/Guardian Name(s):__________________________________ & _________________________________________
Parent Signature:____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Home Phone #:_____________________________________  Cell or Work Phone #:_____________________________________
Email:______________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Email will be used by the Blaine Band Boosters to remind and inform you of various band/booster dates and needs.)
Parent(s) of:_________________________________________________  
Instrument:________________________________
Student Signature:____________________________________________________       Grad Year:__________________________
Class this Year:     Fresh(9th)          Soph(10th)          Jr.(11th)          Sr.(12th)                    Current Band:  
CB
RB
FB 
I understand that photos of the bands and the members may be taken throughout the year. Photos may be posted on the band website, school publications, etc. (Please circle) 

I    DO
          DO NOT 
give permission for photos to be posted of my son/daughter (i.e.: yearbook, school paper, etc.).
Please complete the “MSHSL Eligibility Statement” & the “Health Emergency Care Record” (on the back of this form), even if another has been done. The purpose of the health form is to have medical information available while participating in “off campus” events (i.e.: Pep Band Tournaments, Large Group Contest, etc.) There is no need for a physical, unless your son/daughter is participating in marching band.
Thank you for taking the time to preview the BHS Band Handbook. We hope this helps to communicate the goals and expectations of the BHS Band program.  If there are any other questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Olson or Mr. Raaen or Mr. Bunio.
2018-19 HEALTH EMERGENCY CARE RECORD

Student Name:_________________________________________  Band:     CB     RB     FB     Grade:_______
Home Address: ____________________________________________________________________________











(city)                          (zip)

Home Phone #:_____________________________________________________________________________
Printed Parent/Guardian Name:________________________________________ Relationship:_____________
Work Phone #:_________________________________  Cell Phone #:________________________________

Doctor:___________________________________________________________________________________

Clinic:____________________________________________________________________________________  
Hospital:__________________________________________________________________________________
Special Medications/Allergies:________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Emergency Care Instructions:_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________  

Relative or neighbor to contact if parent/guardian can’t be reached:

Printed Name_______________________________________  Phone #________________________________

Recognizing that participation in an activity may require emergency medical treatment and school personnel may be unable to reach me, I do hereby consent in advance to such emergency care, including hospitalization as may be needed under the circumstances.
Parent/Guardian Signature__________________________________________________Date:______________
